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Result Mycology QAP for 2001

For full descriptions of all fungi see MYCOLOGY ONLINE
www.mycology.adelaide.edu.au

2001:2:7A Candida dubliniensis:  70% correct to species level
99% correct to genus level

This is a good result up from 17% correct to species level in 1998.

2001:2:7B Aspergillus terreus: 86% correct to species level
94% correct to genus level

Another good result.  In general labs handle Aspergillus OK.

2001:2:7C Acremonium strictum: 92% correct to genus level
3 labs for A. strictum, 3 for A. kiliense, 102 for Acremonium species.  Good
result to genus level, speciation in this genus is very difficult.

2001:4:7A Candida albicans: 90% correct to species level
100% to genus level and the majority of labs not reporting C. albicans used a
kit to aid their identification i.e. not just germ tube test alone.  This is an
expected result.  ?yeast identification kits have about a 90% accuracy rate
something worth remembering if an unexpected result occurs.

2001:4:7B Aureobasidium pullulans:  53% correct to genus and species level
As expected there was a long list of miss-identifications.  Identification down
from 60% in 1997 [1995 = 48% correct].  Aureobasidium is a common
environmental fungus occasionally seen in the medical lab.

2001:4:7C Cladophialophora carrionii: 68% correct to species level
18% Cladosporium sp.

Slow improvement 1996 = 62%.  Similar to other black moulds sent out
recently; Wangiella dermatitidis 37% [1999]; Exophiala jeanselmei 60%
[2000]; Phialophora verrucosa 63% [1988] and 81% [2000].

2001:6:7A Trichophyton tonsurans: 90% correct to species level
An excellent result.  1996 = 52%; 1997 = 49%; 1999 = 85%.  Most labs now
seem to be able to recognise this one.

2001:6:7B Fusarium solani:   2% correct to species level??
62% correct to genus level
26% Acremonium species

We have re-examined this isolate and noted long phialides so we would still
call it F. solani.  9% labs went for F. oxysporum with the rest just opting for
species level.  The differential between Fusarium and Acremonium is more
important.  Should not be scored to species level.  Need to send this one again.
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2001:6:7C C. neoformans var. gattii:  23% to varietal level
93% correct to species level

Most labs just identified to species level ie C. neoformans.  I suspect just the
major laboratories with and interest used the CGB to differentiate var. gattii.
It would appear that we are now going to formally have two species; C.
neoformans and C. bacillisporus so laboratories are going to have to make this
distinction in the future.

2001:8:7A Paecilomyces marquandii: 7% correct to species level
19% P. lilacinus
79% correct to genus level

This was a difficult isolate to identify, but the  stripes were smooth indicating
P. marquandii rather than P. lilacinus.  Overall identification to genus level
was OK.

2001:8:7B Trichophyton soudanense: 57% correct to species level
10% T. tonsurans
  8% T. rubrum
  3% T. violaceum

A good result considering the degree of difficulty but the clinical details and
colony growth were fairly typical.  de Hoog et al have listed this species along
with T. gourvilii and T. yaoundei as synonyms of T. violaceum.

2001:8:7C Mucor hiemalis. 82% correct to genus level
Only one lab reported M. hiemalis?  Most 93 just reported to genus level.  One
lab reported Rhizomucor variabilis which is a degenerate culture of M .
hiemalis.  Identification to species level is difficult score to genus level only.


